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Prof Gennaro Gervasio 

 
CURRICULUM VITAE ET STUDIORUM 

 

 

 

CURRENT POSITIONS 

 

Associate Professor in History and Politics of the Muslim Countries (SSD: L-OR/10 – Storia dei 

paesi islamici).  

Department of Humanities, 

Rome Tre University, Italy  

E-mail: gennaro.gervasio@uniroma3.it  

 

Fellow 

EUME Programme (Europe Middle East) 

Forum Transregionale Studien, Berlin 

 

Visiting Professor 

Department of History. 

Humboldt University, Berlin 

 

 

EDUCATION 

 

2005  

PhD in Studies on Near East and Maghreb at the  

Department of Studies and Research on Africa and Arab Countries (DSRAPA),  

University of Naples “L’Orientale” (UNO), Italy (formerly known as Istituto Universitario 

Orientale of Naples, IUO) 

Dissertation: ‘Intellectuals and Marxism. A History of the Secular Opposition in Egypt, 1967-1981’ 

Awarded with ‘no corrections’. 

PhD fully funded (4 years) by the European Social Fund (ESF). 

Supervisors: Prof Pier G. Donini (UNO, 2000/03) & Prof Anna Bozzo (University of Roma Tre, 

2003/04). 

 

1998 

Laurea (BA+MA) in Political Sciences at the Istituto Universitario Orientale of Naples 

(Major in Asian and African Studies) 

Final Grade 110/110 cum laude 

Thesis Title: Intellettuali e politica in Egitto: il linguaggio della crisi del 1967 (Intellectuals and 

Politics in Egypt: The Language of 1967 Crisis), under the joint supervision of Prof. F. M. Corrao 

(Chair of Arabic Language) and Prof. P. G. Donini (Chair of History and Institutions of 

Mediterranean Africa and the Near East) 
 

1991 

High School Diploma (Maturità Classica) 

Liceo-Ginnasio “G.B. Vico”, Naples 

Final grade 60/60 
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From academic year 1999/2000 

Teaching Assistant (“Cultore della materia”) at the Chair of Arabic Language (L-OR/12), Faculty of 

Political Sciences, UNO. 

 

From academic year 2002/03 

Teaching Assistant (“Cultore della materia”) at the Chair of History of Mediterranean Africa and 

Near East (SPS/13), Faculty of Political Sciences, UNO. 

 

From academic year 2004/05 

Teaching Assistant (“Cultore della materia”) at the Chair of History of the Arabic-Islamic Civilization 

(L-OR/10), Faculty of Arts, University of Roma III. 
 

 

ADDITIONAL EDUCATION AND RESEARCH  

 

1993 (July-August) 

Diploma of 1st Year, Summer Courses of Arabic, 

Institute “Bourguiba”, University of Tunis, 

Final Grade: 89/100 

 

1994 (July) 

Diploma of 4th Level, Summer Courses of Arabic, 

University “Mohammed V” of Rabat 

Final grade: Very Good. 

Scholarship of Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 

1995/1996 (November-April) 

Scholarship of Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Studies and Research in Cairo for BA thesis. 

 

1996 (August-September) 

Studies and Research (including interviews) in Amman for BA thesis 

 

2000/01 (November to June) 

Fieldwork in Cairo for PhD thesis consisting of   

Research in archives and libraries and carrying out 

of about 40 interviews to Egyptian intellectuals and politicians. 

 

2002 (March) 

Research in the archives of the Egyptian Communist Party, held at  

the International Institute of Social History (IISH), Amsterdam. 

 

2002 (August) 

Research at Harvard University’s Center for Middle Eastern Studies, 

Cambridge, MA. 

 

2002/03 (November to January) 

Additional fieldwork in Cairo for Ph D thesis consisting of in  

Research in libraries and carrying out 

of about 10 interviews to Egyptian intellectuals and politicians. 

 

2003 (July) 
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Research at SOAS Library, 

London (UK) 

 

2005 (May-June) 

Intensive fieldwork in Morocco (Rabat, Casablanca and Marrakesh) 

for ESRC-Postdoctoral project, consisting of  

research in libraries and carrying out 

of about 20 interviews with Moroccan politicians and civil society activists. 

 

2005-2006 (January-July) 

Intensive fieldwork research for ESRC postdoctoral project 

with British Muslim communities  

consisting of about 20 interviews and focus groups,  

in London and Bristol, in both English and Arabic. 

 

2006 (June) 

Intensive fieldwork in Morocco (Rabat and Casablanca) 

for ESRC-Postdoctoral project, consisting of in 

research in libraries and carrying out 

of about 20 interviews with Moroccan politician and journalists 

 

2008 (December) 

Intensive Fieldwork in Palestine (Jerusalem, Ramallah, Bethlehem, Nablus)  

for a Macquarie University funded research project (MUNS) on  

Civic Activism and Democracy in the Arab World 

 

2008/2016 (not less than two months per year) 

Intensive fieldwork in Egypt (Cairo, Alexandria, Suez, Mahalla, etc)  

 

2010 (July) 

Intensive fieldwork in Morocco (Rabat and Casablanca) 

for MUNS research, consisting of  

research in libraries and carrying out 

of about 20 interviews with Moroccan civil society activists 

 

2011 (November) 

Intensive fieldwork in Tunis 

Interviews with political activists. 
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WORK (ACADEMIC) EXPERIENCE 

 

September to November 2016 

Visiting Scholar, Department of Social and International Studies (DISSI), University of Cagliari 

Cagliari, Italy  

 

May-July 2016 & February-March 2017 

Adjunct Professor of History of the Arab-Islamic World (24 hrs module), within the Master 

Programme in Oriental Languages and Civilization (MiLCO), IULM University, Rome.  

 

March 2016 & March 2017 

Adjunct Professor for a short module (6 hours) on Egypt: from Revolution to Revolution (1952-

2011), within the Master Programme in Middle East Studies (MiMES), Milan Catholic University 

of the Sacred Heart. 

 

September 2013 – December 2015 

Research consultant 

Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies (CIHRS) 

Cairo, Egypt 

 

September 2011- February 2016 

Lecturer (full time) in Middle East Politics (on secondment from Macquarie University until June 

2012) 

Dept. of Political Science, The British University in Egypt (BUE), Cairo, Egypt 

Courses taught: The Making of Modern Egypt, Middle East Politics, The Arab-Israeli Conflict 

(Undergraduate)  

 

May 2015 

Adjunct Professor for a short module (10 hours) on The Arab Springs, within the Master 

Programme in Middle East Studies (MiMES), Milan Catholic University of the Sacred Heart. 

 

April 2008- June 2012 (on secondment at the BUE from September 2011 to June 2012) 

Lecturer (full time, continuing) in Middle East Politics 

Department of Modern History, Politics, and International Relations 

Faculty of Arts, 

Macquarie University, 

Sydney, Australia 

Courses taught: Middle East Politics, International Relations of the Middle East, Europe & Islam 

(UG); Int’l Relations of the Middle East (Postgraduate) 

 

February 2009- August 2011 

Director 

Centre for Middle East and North African Studies 

Faculty of Arts, Macquarie University 

Sydney, Australia 

 

2010 (September to December) 

Visiting Adjunct Professor (for Fall 2010 term) 

Department of Political Science 

The American University in Cairo 

Cairo, Egypt 
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Courses Taught: International relations of the Middle East (UG); Islam and the West (UG & PG) 

 

2007/08 

Lecturer (Temporary) in 

History and Institutions of the Muslim Countries (L-OR/10) 

Dept of Asian Studies 

Faculty of Political Sciences 

University of Naples “L’Orientale”, Italy 

 

2006/07 (Academic Year) 

Lecturer (Temporary) in 

Arab Culture and Politics (L-OR/12) 

Faculty of Arts and Political Science 

University of Milan, Italy 

 

2007 (March) 

Visiting Lecturer in Middle East Studies (L-OR/10) 

Department of Political Sciences 

University of Salerno, Italy 

 

April 2004-September 2006 

Postdoctoral Research Assistant,  

Department of Politics,  

University of Bristol, United Kingdom 

 

2006 (May) 

Visiting Lecturer in History of the Muslim Countries (L-OR/10) 

Department of Asian Studies 

Faculty of Political Sciences 

Università di Napoli “L’Orientale”, Italy 

 

2005 (April) 

Lecturer for a short seminar on ‘Egypt from Muhammad ‘Ali to Mubarak’ 

University of ‘Roma Tre’, Faculty of Arts, Rome, Italy. 

 

2004 (March) 

Lecturer for a short seminar on ‘The Kurdish Question between 1800 and 1900’, in an 

‘Interdisciplinary module on the History of The Kurds’, Faculty of Arts, UNO, Naples. 

 

2002/03 (Ac. Year) 

Lecturer for a seminar on “Nationalism, Laicism and Re-islamization: Egypt from the End of the 

Ottoman Empire until nowadays”, and another on ‘Colonisation and Decolonisation in the Arab 

World’, both within the course of “History of Mediterranean Africa and Near East” held by Prof. P. 

G. Donini, UNO, Dep. of Asian Studies. 

 

2001/02 (Ac. Year) 

Lecturer for a seminar on “Egypt from Panarabism to Re-islamization” within the course of “History 

of Mediterranean Africa and Near East” held by Prof. P. G. Donini, UNO, Dep. of Asian Studies. 
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From 1999/2000 to 2003 

Instructor at the Chair of Arabic language, Faculty of Political Sciences, UNO. 

Exercises and seminars on Media Arabic including “Reading of Arabic Newspapers”, “Watching 

Arabic TV”, “Searching the Arabic Web”, “How Arab Media Represent the War on Terror after 

9/11”, “Media and Censorship in the Arab World”. 

 

1998/99 (Academic Year) 

Lecturer of Italian Language at the Department of Greek and Roman Studies, 

Faculty of Arts, Mansoura University, Egypt. 

 

 

 

PARTICIPATION TO SEMINARS, CONFERENCES AND ACADEMIC MEETINGS 

 

Islamist leftists, nov 24 

 

Sesamo Cagliari, Oct 2024 ( 2 ppn) 

 

Unive 4/2024 

 

Berliner Seminar, Nov. 2023 

 

 

DAVO Wien, Sept 2023 

 

BRISMES Exeter, July 2023 

 

AUC (online), June 2023 

 

Lezioni dottorali UNIOR, May 2023 

 

Santiago de Compostela, May 2023 

 

Berliner Seminar, April 2023 

 

“Workers in Iraq’s ‘October Revolution’”, paper presented at the MESA Annual Conference, 

Denver (Colorado), 1-4/12/2022. 

 

“The Premature? Student Activism and Leftist Politics in Sadat’s Egypt”, paper presented at the 

Symposium 1972: The Egyptian Student Movement and the Politics of Memory, Dartmouth 

University, November 5, 2022 (online). 

 

“Contesting Liberalism: Niqula Haddad and the beginnings of Marxist thought in Egypt.”, paper 

presented at the Insaniyyat Conference, University of Tunis La Manouba, 20-24/9/2022. 

 

“The Egyptian Left(s) between Nasser, Sadat, Moscow, and beyond (1965-1976)”, paper presented 

at the Arab-Soviet Internationalism – Socialist Internationalism, International Organizations and 

the Politics of Revolution in the 20th and 21st Centuries Workshop, 13-15 July 2022, Berlin, Forum 

Transregionale Studien 
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(With A. Teti), “Gramsci and civic activism in post-revolutionary Egypt”, paper presented at the 

Gramsci in the Middle East and North Africa conference, London, LSE, 9/10 May 2022. 
 

“Egyptian Leftist Intellectuals between Moscow, Cairo and Beirut”, paper presented at the 

American University of Beirut, “Beirut Intellectual Worlds” Research Seminar, 31 January 2022. 
 

“Il socialismo nasseriano: mito e realtà”, paper presented at Giornate di studio in memoria di 

Massimo Campanini, Università di Napoli “L’Orientale”, 3-4/11/2021 (online). 

 

“Beyond Sectarianism: Workers in Iraq’s ‘October Revolution”, paper presented at Iraq after 2003: 

When Trauma Becomes Art. Myth, History, and Literature conference, Dipartimento Istituto 

Italiano di Studi Orientali (ISO), Sapienza Università di Roma, 23/24-9-2021. 

 

Organization of the international workshop on Global, transnational, translocal, cross-regional, or 

entangled histories of the Arab Left: Methods, tasks, challenges, Università Roma Tre, 10-9-2021. 

 

Co-organisation of the panel “What is to be done?”: The Arab New Left in the ‘long 1960s’, 

BRISMES Annual Conference, 5/9-7-2021. 

Paper presented. “An Egyptian 1968? The Season of Students’ Discontent” (online). 

 

“Medio Oriente e America Latina. Una introduzione”, Invited Lecture, Dipartimento di Scienze 

Sociali, Università di Napoli “L’Orientale”, 7-5-2021 (online). 

 

Partecipazione alla tavola rotonda virtuale “ETHICS AND SAFETY IN DISSEMINATION AND 

RESTITUTION”, ciclo di seminari su Methodological Aspects of Research Ethics and Safety in 

Political Studies, Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Bologna, 14-4-2021 

(online). 

 

“Egyptian Civic Activism Between Discipline and Dissent”, paper presented at the workshop 

“Geopolitics and Cross-cultural Comparisons of ICT Use by Governments, Corporations and Civil 

Society Actors in the Global South”, University of Leicester, 31-3-2021 (online). 

 

“The Left and the Egyptian Revolution”, paper presented at The Egyptian Revolution Ten Years On. 

A Teach in Workshop, Yale University, 26/27-2-2021 (online). 

 

“Subaltern Actors in the Egyptian Uprising”, paper presented at the Middle East Studies 

Association (MESA) 54th Meeting, 5/17-10-2020 (online). 

 

“Muhammad ‘Ali e la nascita dell'Egitto moderno: una prospettiva critica”, Invited lecture in the 

seminar series Sguardi sull’Africa, Dip. di Scienze Politiche, Sapienza Università di Roma, 21-10-

2020. 

 

“Egitto: tra rivoluzione e controrivoluzione”, invited lecture, Dipartimento di Scienze della 

Mediazione Linguistica e di Studi Interculturali, Università di Milano, 11-5-2020 (online). 

 

“L’Egitto moderno: società ed economia”, invited lecture, Dip. FILCOSPE, Università Roma Tre, 

23-4-2020 (online).  

 

“Tatawwurāt su’ud al-khitāb al-sha‘bawi wa athruh ‘ala’l-mintaqa al-‘arabiyya” paper presented at 

the workshop al-Mintaqa al-‘arabiyya bayna tahawwulat dakhiliyya wal-itar al-duwali), The 

American University of Beirut, 24/25-2-2020. 
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“Egypt and the myth of authoritarian stability”, paper presented at the conference Perspectives on 

the new centrality of the Mediterranean. States, Actors and Geopolitical Drivers in a Changing 

Region, Università LUISS, Roma, 4-12-2019. 

 

“Il socialismo senza socialisti nell’Egitto di Nasser”, invited lecture, Dip. Scienze Politiche, 

Giuridiche e Studi Internazionali (SPGI), Università di Padova, 31-5-2019. 

 

“Gramsci, Subalterns, and Civic Activism in Contemporary Egypt”, paper presented at the 

conference GRAMSCI IN THE MIDDLE EAST.LESSONS FROM SUBALTERN REBELLIONS, 

Scuola Normale Superiore (SNS), Firenze, 27/28-5-2019. 

 

“Su’ud al-Yamin fi Urubba wa kayfa yanzur ila qadayya al-mintaqa”, paper presented at the 

conference al-Mintaqa al-‘arabiyya bayna tahawwulat iqlimiyya wa taghayyurat duwaliyya, Beirut, 

Arab Forum for Alternatives, 18-3-2021. 

 

Co-organisation of the panel Trajectories and Perspectives of Activism and Resistance. History 

from below and Subaltern Politics in the Middle East and North Africa, within the XIV Conference 

of  Società italiana di studi sul Medio Oriente- SeSaMO, Università di Torino, 31 gennaio, 1/2 

febbraio 2019. Paper presented at the conference: “Subaltern Resistance and the Egyptian 

Uprising”. 

 

“An Egyptian 1968. The Student Movement and the (Re)Birth of a Radical Left in Egypt”, paper 

presented at the conference “We all wanna change the world” The Revolutionary Sixties I the  

Mediterranean and the Middle East, Centre Marc Bloch, Berlin, 11/12-10-2018. 

 

“Subaltern actors in the Egyptian revolution”, paper presented at the STREETPOL Symposium on 

Contentious Politics in the Middle East and North Africa, Procida, Università di Napoli 

“L’Orientale”, 4-6/10/2018. 

 

2018 

"Libya (and Italy) Through a Levantine's Eyes", paper presented at the conference Libya between 

History and Revolution, Università di Napoli "L'Orientale", 15-16-17-01-2018. 

 

2017 (Nov/Dic) 

Co-organisation of the Gramsci in the Arab World international conference, Università di Bari, 

30/11-1/12/2017. Paper presented: “Subaltern Actors in the Egyptian Revolution” 

 

2017 (January) 

“In the Name of the People. The Egyptian Left and the Uprising”, paper presented at the Activisms 

in Africa international conference, ISCTE-IUL, Lisbon, 11-13 January. 

 

2016 (December) 

“Between Pan-Arabism and Communism: The Radical Left in Egypt in the 1970s”, paper presented 

at LEFT-WING TRENDS IN THE ARAB WORLD (1948-1979): BRINGING THE 

TRANSNATIONAL BACK IN international conference, Orient-Institut Beirut (OIB), 11-13 

December.  

 

2015 (June) 

“Civil Society and Perceptions of Democracy in Egypt Before and After the January 2011 

Revolution”, paper presented at the BRISMES Annual Conference, LSE, London, 24-26 June. 



 9  

 

2015 (May) 

“Gramsci and the Egyptian Revolution”, joint lecture with Dr Hazem Kandil (Cambridge 

University), Università di Cagliari, 8 May. 

 

2015 (March) 

“Reconfigurations of Power(s) and Resistance(s) in Egypt’s ‘Continuous Revolution’: Civil Society 

Activists Before and After the Uprising”, paper presented at The Second Arab Council for Social 

Sciences (ACSS) Conference, Beirut, 13-15 March. 

 

2015 (March) 

“An unfinished Revolution? Reconfiguration of power and resistance in post-2011 Egypt”, paper 

presented at the Whatever happened to the Arab Uprisings? International workshop, Cairo, Orient 

Institute- NVIC, 1-2 March. 

 

2014 (November) 

“The Egyptian Revolution(s) and the Emergence of New Subaltern Subjects”, paper presented at the 

2014 Annual MESA Meeting, Washington DC, USA, 21-24 November. 

 

2014 (May) 

“al-Ittihad al-Urubbi wa dimqratat al-‘alam al-‘arabi ba‘d al-thawrāt al-‘arabiyya” (The UE and the 

democratization of the Arab World after the Arab Revolutions, delivered in Arabic), paper 

presented at the ‘al-‘Adala al-‘ijtima‘iyya ba‘d al-Thawrāt al-‘arabiyya’ (Social Justice since the 

Arab Revolutions) international conference, Cairo, The Arab Forum for Alternatives, 18-19/5/2014 

 

2014 (May) 

“Riconfigurazioni di potere e resistenza” (Reconfigurations of power and resistance), paper 

presented at the La resilienza dell'autoritarismo in Egitto seminar, Naples, Università di Napoli 

“L’Orientale”, 15/5/2014. 

 

2014 (January) 

“La rivoluzione egiziana tre anni dopo. Una prospettiva dal basso (The Egyptian Revolution three 

years after. A perspective from below), Special invited lecture, Istituto per l’Oriente ‘CA Nallino’, 

Rome, 10 January. 

 

2013 (November) 

“Egypt's Continuous Revolution: a view from below”, Invited guest lecture, Istanbul, 29 Mayis 

University, Dept. of Political Science and International Relations, 18 November. 

 

2013 (November) 

“Beyond Transition. The Egyptian Revolution: a view from below”. Paper presented at The Aftermath 

of the ‘Arab Spring’: The Limits of Neoliberal Governmentality and the Future of the State 

International Symposium, Central European University, Budapest (Hungary), 15 November. 

 

2013 (September) 

 “Power and Resistance, and the Egyptian Revolution: a view from the margins”, paper presented at 

Responding to Uprising: Urban Security between Resilience and Resistance International Workshop, 

The University of Birmingham, UK, 26 September. 

 

 

2013 (September) 
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“La ‘Rivoluzione egiziana’ e l’emergenza di nuovi soggetti subalterni: il caso degli Ultras” (The 

Egyptian Revolution and the emergence of new subaltern subjects: the case of the Ultras), paper 

presented at the Annual Conference of the Italian Society of Middle East Studies (SeSaMO), 

University of Pavia, 17-19.9.2013. 

 

2013 (June) 

“The Egyptian Revolution(s): a View from Below”. Paper presented at the BRISMES Annual 

Conference 2013, Popular Movements in the Middle East and Islamic World, University College 

Dublin (Ireland), 24-26 June. 

 

2013 (April) 

“al-Thawrāt al-‘arabiyya fi itār al-harakāt al-igtimā‘iyya al-‘ālamiyya al-gadīda (The Arab 

Revolutions in the context of the new world social movements), paper presented at the international 

conference al-Yasār al-‘arabī wa al-Thawrāt, Cairo, The Arab Forum for Alternatives, 24-25 April.

  

2013 (February) 

“The Muslim Brotherhood in power: Islamization of the Revolution or counter-revolution?”, paper 

presented at the Islamism and the Arab Revolutions: Dynamics of Change International Conference, 

Cairo University, 11-12 February 2013. 

 

2012 (April) 

“La transizione in Egitto: tra riforme e rivoluzione” (Egypt’s transition: between Reforms and 

Revolution), Invited lecture, Faculty of Social Sciences, LUISS University, Rome, 12.4.2012 

 

2012 (March) 

“Egyptian Perspectives of Western Democracy-Promotion: The Role of the Left”, paper presented 

at the BRISMES Annual Conference 2012, Revolution and Revolt: Understanding the Forms and 

Causes of Change, 26-28 March 2012, London School of Economics and Political Science, UK 

 

2012 (February) 

“Egyptian views of western Democracy” paper presented at the Narrating the Arab Spring 

International Conference, University of Cairo, 18-20.2.2012 

 

2011 (June) 

“Six Months in Cairo: The Road to the ‘Egyptian Revolution’”, presented at the forum on The Arab 

Revolutions in Context, The University of Melbourne, 3 June 2011 

 

2011 (March) 

“Lessons from the Egyptian Uprising”, presented at The Middle East in Revolution, seminar held at 

Macquarie University, Sydney, 14 March 2011, available at: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmW8liYay2Y 

 

 

2010 (December) 

“al- Haraka al-Mārkisiyya fi Misr fi’l-Sab‘ināt: ru’ya naqdiyya” The Marxist Movement in Egypt in 

the 1970s: a Critical View”, paper presented (in Arabic) at a symposium on The Egyptian Left: Past 

and Future, al-Hilali Foundation for Liberties, Cairo, 5 Dec. 

 

2010 (October) 

“Resistance and Cooptation: Dynamics of Civil Society Activism in Egypt”, paper presented at the 

Political Science Department Seminar Series, American University in Cairo, 19/10/2010 
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2010 (July) 

“Between Resistance and Co-optation. Civil Society Activists in Egypt”, paper presented at the 3rd 

WOCMES Conference, Barcelona, Universitat Autonoma, 19-23 July 2010 

 

2010 (June) 

“The Missing Link: Democratization in Morocco and the Western Sahara Question”, paper 

presented at The Unfinished Business of Decolonisation: West Papua and Western Sahara as 

Occupied Territories, Sydney Law School, The University of Sydney, 9 June 2010 

 

2010 (May) 

“After Mubarak. Which alternative for Egypt?”, paper presented at the University of New South 

Wales, Sydney. School of Social Sciences and International Studies Seminar Series, 19/05/2010 

 

2010 (May) 

“Dopo Mubarak. Quale alternativa per l’Egitto?”, Università di Napoli “L’Orientale”, Faculty of 

Political Sciences, Naples, Italy. Invited lecture. 

 

2009 (October) 

“Secularism and Dissent in the Modern Middle East: Egyptian Marxism in a Historical Perspective”, 

Histories on Wednesday, Department of Modern History, Politics and IR, Macquarie University, 

Sydney, 21 October 2009. 

 

2009 (September) 

“Civil and Un-civil society in fin de reigne Egypt”, paper presented at the Australian Association of 

Political Science (APSA) Annual Conference, Macquarie University, Sydney, 27-30 September 2009. 

 

2008 (November) 

“Subaltern Voices and the ‘War on Terror’: Contesting Representations from the British Media”, 

Paper presented at the symposium: “Relational Dis/Locations: Mediterranean Cultures in translocal 

and transnational Contexts”, Macquarie University, Sydney, 28 November 2008 

 

2008 (August) 

“Democracy, Israel and the Arab World: Western Perceptions and Local Realities”, paper presented 

at the Sydney Democracy Forum, University of Sydney, 29 August 2008 

 

 

2008 (August) 

“Mubarak’s Egypt: Democratisation or De-liberalization?”, paper presented at the Staff/HDR 

Student Research Seminars, Dept of Politics and International Relations, Macquarie University, 

Sydney, 22 August 2008 

 

 

2007 (May) 

‘Da ‘avaguardia’ della Rivoluzione a ‘resistenza’ alla reazione :gli intellettuali di al-Tali‘ah e la  

Naksah’ in Egitto (‘From ‘Vanguard’ of the Revolution to ‘Resistence’ against Reaction: Intellectuals 

of al-Tali‘ah and the Naksah in Egypt), paper presented at SesaMO (Italian Society for Middle 

Eastern Studies) Annual Meeting, Florence, 10-12 May 2007.  
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2006 (July)‘Censorship, Dissent and Representations of Islam in the Moroccan Press after May 

2003’, paper presented at the workshop on Muslim media and the War on Terror, Department of 

Politics, University of Bristol, UK, 6-7 July 2006. 

 

2005 (December) 

“Subaltern Media and the war on terror: Voices from British Muslim communities”, paper 

presented (with Jutta Weldes) at the British International Studies Association (BISA) Annual 

Conference, University of St. Andrews, Scotland, 19-21 December 2005.  
 

2005 (November) 

Keynote speaker at the workshop on ‘al-Harakah al-markisiyyah fi Misr, 1967-1981’ (The Marxist 

movement in Egypt, 1967-1981), Centre for Arab and African Studies, Giza (Egypt), 29 November 

2005. 

 

2005 (November) 

“The role of the intellectual in Nasser’s Egypt. The case of al-Talī‘ah magazine (1965-1970)”, 

paper presented at The Eighth International Symposium On Comparative Literature, “Power and the 

Role of the Intellectual”, Cairo University, Egypt, 22-24 November 2005. 

 

2005 (August) 

Participation with paper presentation to the First Global International Studies Conference, 

organized by World International Studies Committee, Bilgi University, Istanbul, 24-27.8.2005. 

Paper’s title “Terrorism, Security and ‘the Islamic Threat’. Some Evidence from Morocco and the 

UK”. 

 

2005 (June) 

Participation with paper presentation to the NATO Advanced Research Workshop on Securitizing 

Terrorism in Europe and North Africa: Strategies for Regional Cooperation,  

Madrid, Spain, 23-25 June 2005. 

Paper’s title (jointly with Ali Amar): ‘Regional trends in government and opposition: the Moroccan 

case’. 

 

2005 (April) 

Participation with paper presentation to the 1st Annual Workshop of the BRISMES 

Standing Group on Critical Middle East Studies (C-MES), Comparative Governmentality after 

‘September 11th’: Technologies of Governance in the EU-MENA Regions, Department of Politics 

University of Exeter, 20-21 April 2005. 

Paper’s title (joint presentation with Frédéric Volpi) ‘Securitization and Legislation in Europe after 

9/11: the British Case’ 

 

2005 (January) 

‘The Secular alternative in the Middle East: Historical Horizons and Current Perspectives’, paper 

given at the weekly seminar, Department of Politics, University of Bristol. 

 

2003 (July) 

Chair for the panel on The Place of ‘Theory’ in Contemporary Middle East Studies: The Post-

Positivist Nexus Between Theory and Middle East Studies (organized by A. Teti), British Society for 

Middle Eastern Studies (BriSMES) Annual Meeting, University of Exeter, UK. 

 

2003 (February) 

Speaker, with prof. F. Mazzei, at the meeting on “Europe, Islam and Asia After 9/11”,  
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Istituto Italiano di Studi Europei, Giugliano (Naples). 

 

2003 (January) 

Keynote Speaker at the conference on “The Italian Left after 1989” (in Arabic), al-Adālah Centre 

for Political and Social Studies, Giza (Egypt).  

 

2002 (September) 

Participation to the First World Congress of Middle East Studies (WOCMES) 

with a paper titled “Censorship and the Search for Consensus in the Egyptian Press after September 

11”, Universität Mainz, Germany. 

 

2000 (July) 

Participation (with paper presentation) in “10th Meeting between the generations of Arab 

Sociologists” organized by The Arab Association of Sociology, University of Kaslik (Lebanon). 

Paper’s title “Intellectuals and Power in Nasser’s Egypt” (in Arabic). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORK (NON ACADEMIC) EXPERIENCE  

 

Since 1996 

Free-lance translator and interpreter from Arabic to Italian and vice versa. 

 

1998 (October-December) 

Italian Teacher at the Franciscan Oriental Seminar of Giza, Egypt. 

 

1998 (October to December) 

Translator and Interpreter from Arabic to Italian and English and vice versa for “Volcano” 

Contractors Company, 

Cairo, Egypt. 

 

2000/01 (November-February) 

Italian Teacher at the Franciscan Oriental Seminar of Giza, Egypt. 

 

2001 (January-May) 

Italian Teacher at the Italian Cultural Institute of Cairo. 

 

Since 2004 

Scientific Consultant for Egypt and Palestine projects for the Italian NGO CISS (Cooperazione 

Internazionale Sud-Sud).  

Scientific Consultant for Iraq for the Italian NGO Un ponte per 
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MEMBERSHIPS 

 

SeSaMO (The Italian Association for Modern Middle Eastern Studies); 

C-MES  (BriSMES standing group for Critical Middle Eastern Studies). 

BriSMES (British Society for Middle East Studies) 

MESA (Middle East Studies Association of America) 

 

 

 

LANGUAGES 

 

Italian, mother tongue. 

Arabic, very good, spoken and written. 

English, very good, spoken and written. 

Spanish, good, spoken and fair written. 

Portuguese, fair spoken and written 

French, basic. 
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MEDIA ACTIVITIES (Selection with links) 

 

TV 

1. ABC News24 (Australia), 29/1/2011, 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CkyPbZTD6So&feature=related  

2. Bloomberg TV, 2/2/2011, http://www.bloomberg.com/video/66379290/ 

3. AlJazeera English Inside Story, 7/2/2011, 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXoctIjg59k&feature=related 

4. ABC News (Australia), 10/02/2011, 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDgNJtKTu1U&feature=relmfu 

5. Amgad TV (Egypt, in Arabic) 15/2/2013 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-D1qq1sbW0o 

 

 

Radio 

1. Radio Radicale, 28/1/2011, in Italian  

http://www.radioradicale.it/scheda/320256/egitto-in-rivolta-intervista-a-gennaro-gervasio  

2. Mornings with M. Throsby, ABC National (Australia), 2/2/2011, 

http://www.abc.net.au/classic/throsby/stories/s3125934.htm 

3. SBS Australia, 8/2/2011, in Arabic 

http://www.sbs.com.au/podcasts/Podcasts/arabic/episode/142487/M.E.-Specialist-Maquarie-

University 

4. Radio Intifada (Los Angeles, USA), 10/2/2011, http://69.10.41.18/programs/166-

radiointifada/4537-radio-intifada-th-2-3pm-egyptian-uprising-its-roos-and-prospects-for-

future.html 

5. ABC Radio Australia, 14/2/2011, 

http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/connectasia/stories/201102/s3138158.htm    

6. Vatican Radio (Vatican City), 15/2/2011, in Italian 

http://www.radiovaticana.org/105/articolo.asp?c=462888  

7. Radio Radicale, 28/6/2013, In Italian  

http://www.radioradicale.it/scheda/384465/tamarrud-la-ribellione-contro-il-presidente-

egiziano-morsi-intervista-a-gennaro 

8. Radio Svizzera Italiana (RSI), 2/4/2015 (Italian)  

http://www.rsi.ch/rete-due/programmi/cultura/laser/Lo-scontro-fra-incivilt%C3%A0-

4193846.html 

 

Press 

1. ‘Egitto: una restaurazione mascherata da transizione’, Osservatorio Iraq, 31/10/2013 

http://osservatorioiraq.it/punti-di-vista/egitto-una-%E2%80%9Crestaurazione-mascherata-

da-transizione%E2%80%9D 

      2. “Laici delle primavere arabe. Un’occasione mancata”, L’Indro, 11/5/2015 

http://www.lindro.it/laici-delle-primavere-arabe-occasione-mancata/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDgNJtKTu1U&feature=relmfu
http://www.abc.net.au/classic/throsby/stories/s3125934.htm
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/connectasia/stories/201102/s3138158.htm
http://www.radiovaticana.org/105/articolo.asp?c=462888
http://www.radioradicale.it/scheda/384465/tamarrud-la-ribellione-contro-il-presidente-egiziano-morsi-intervista-a-gennaro
http://www.radioradicale.it/scheda/384465/tamarrud-la-ribellione-contro-il-presidente-egiziano-morsi-intervista-a-gennaro
http://www.lindro.it/laici-
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PUBLICATIONS 

 

 

MONOGRAPHS 
 

• The Marxist Movement in Egypt 1967-1981. (This is an updated and enriched English 

version of my PhD work), Leiden: Brill, forthcoming. 

• Al-Haraka al-Mārkisiyya fi Misr, 1967-1981 (The Marxist Movement in Egypt, 1967-1981), 

Cairo: The National Centre for Translation, 2010. [This is an extended and substantially 

revised edition, in Arabic, of my PhD dissertation]. 

• (with F. M. Corrao & M. Masullo), Scrivere la guerra. Corso di lingua araba per i corsi di 

laurea specialistica (an Advanced Arabic Course for Political Science), Naples: Università 

degli Studi di Napoli L’Orientale– U.S.A.D (Unità per lo sviluppo dell’apprendimento a 

distanza), 2010. 

• Da Nasser a Sadat. Il dissenso laico in Egitto (From Nasser to Sadat. The secular dissent in 

Egypt), Rome: Jouvence, 2007 [This is an edited and abridged version of my PhD 

dissertation. A second updated edition is forthcoming]. 
 

 

 

 

EDITED BOOKS/SPECIAL ISSUES 
 

• G. Gervasio & P. Manduchi (eds), Gramsci and the Uprisings in North Africa, special issue 

of The Journal of North African Studies, 26:6, 2021. 

• L. Anceschi, G. Gervasio & A. Teti (eds), Informal Powers in the ‘Greater Middle East’. 

Hidden Geographies, London: Routledge, 2014 (paperback edition, 2016). 

• O. Cappelli, G. Gervasio & A. Teti (eds), Oltre la democratizzazione. Elezioni, politica e 

potere nel ‘Grande Medio Oriente’, numero speciale di Meridione, VI, 1, 2006. (Beyond 

Democratization. Elections, Politics and Power in the ‘Great Middle East, a special issue of 

Meridione). 

• Ottorino Cappelli and Gennaro Gervasio (eds), OltreMare-EuropaMondo, Napoli, UNO 

Press, 2004 (This volume contains the reprints of the output of the Observatory on the 

Mediterranean which I co-directed at UNO, for the year 2003/04).  

 

 

ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS 

 

• (With A. Teti) “The Foundations of Hegemony in Egypt Before and After the 2011 

Revolution: Disgregazione, Organic Intellectuals, and the ‘Southern Question’ as Method”, 

in C. De Angelo, M. Di Donato, and R. Tottoli (eds), Philosophy, History and Political 

Thought in Islam. Essays in Memory of Massimo Campanini, Piscaway, NJ, Gorgias Press, 

pp. 155-178. 

• (With A. Teti) “Gramsci’s ‘Southern Question’ and Egypt’s authoritarian retrenchment: 

subalternity and the disruption of activist agency”, Review of African Political Economy, Vol. 

50, 2023, pp. 26-48. 

• (With A. Teti & P. Abbot), “Perceptions of the EU: Activists and Public Opinion in the 

Middle East” in D. Bouris, D. Huber, and M. Pace (eds), Handbook of EU-Middle East 

Relations, London, Routledge, 2022. pp. 217-30. 
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• (With. A. Teti), “L’Egitto di al-Sisi: miraggi di un autoritarismo precario,” in D. Melfa and 

L. Casini (eds), Minnena 2. Repressione, disinformazione e ricerca tra Egitto e Italia, 

Messina, Mesogea, 2022, pp. 63-86. 

• (With A. Teti), "No Bread, No Freedom, No Social Justice. How EU–Egyptian Human 

Rights Discourse Undermines Democracy" in Armando Salvatore et al. (eds), The Oxford 

Handbook of the Sociology of the Middle East, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2022, pp. 

755-769. 

•  “Markisiyya aw qawmiyya yasariyya? Al-Yasar al-jadid fi sab‘iniyyat Misr” (Marxism or 

Left-wing Nationalism? The New Left in Egypt in the 1970s”), in Sa‘id al-‘Ulaymi (ed.), 50 

‘am ‘ala ta’sis hizb al-‘ummal al-shuyu‘i al-misri.  al-watha’iq al-ta’sisisyya (al-juz’ al-

thani), al-qadiyya al-wataniyya , Cairo, Dar al-Maraya, 2021, pp. 9-34.  

• (With M. Catarci, M. Fiorucci, MC Giorda, M. Merluzzi, P. Perucchini). ““Non avere paura”: 

prevenire le discriminazioni attraverso l’educazione interculturale” in: Educational Reflective 

Practices, 11 (1), 2021, (Special Issue: Educazione e radicalizzazione/ Education and 

Radicalization), pp. 21-39 DOI: 10.3280/erp1-special-2021oa12465 

•  (With A. Teti), “Ferocious and Fragile: Egypt and the Myth of ‘Authoritarian Stability’”, in 

FM Corrao – R. Redaelli (eds), States, Actors and Geopolitical Drivers in the 

Mediterranean. Perspectives on the New Centrality in a Changing Region, London, 

Palgrave Macmillan, 2021, pp. 203-218. 

• (With A. Teti), “Prelude to the revolution. Independent civic activists in Mubarak’s Egypt and 

the quest for hegemony”, in The Journal of North African Studies, 26:6, pp. 1099-1121, 2021 

DOI: 10.1080/13629387.2020.1801267 

• (With P. Manduchi) “Introduction: reading the revolutionary process in North Africa with 

Gramsci”, in The Journal of North African Studies, 26:6, pp.1051-1056, 2021, DOI: 

10.1080/13629387.2020.1801264 

• “Marxism or Left-wing Nationalism? The ‘New Left in Egypt’ after 1967”, in Guirguis, L. 

(ed.), The Arab Lefts: Histories and Legacies, 1950s – 1970s, Edinburgh: Edinburgh 

University Press, 2020, pp. 148-168. 

• "Zuhur al-yamin al-jadid fi Urubba wa-athruhu 'ala al-'alam al-'arabi" (The Emergence of the 

New Right in Europe and the consequences in the Arab World), In Traboulsi, F et al., al-

Taghayyurat fi'l-mintaqa al-'arabiyya wa-athr al-tatawwuraat al-duwaliyya. Bayna tayyarat 

al-shu'ubiyya wal-aswat al-badila (The Changes in the Arab Region and the influence of 

International Developments. Between Populist Currents and Alternative Voices), Cairo: Dar 

al-Maraya/ Arab Forum for Alternatives, 2019, pp. 83-98. 

• “Il socialismo senza socialisti di Gamāl ‘Abd al-Nāsir”, in Storia del pensiero politico, anno 

VII, n. 1 (2018), pp. 23-42. 

• “La Nahda come tradizione radicale. Salāma Mūsā e la nascita del socialismo in Egitto”, 

Quaderni di Studi Arabi, vol. 12 (nuova serie), 2017, pp. 181-192. 

• “Ayy dimuqrātiyya li-ayy mujtami‘ madanī. Dawr al-‘adāla al-ijtimā‘iyya fī tanawwul al-

nushatā’ lil-dimūratiyya fī Misr”, in M. al-‘Agātī (ed.), al-Iqtisād al-badīl fī’l-mintaqa al-

‘arabiyya: al-mafhūm wa’l-qadāyyā, Cairo: Rosa Luxembourg and Arab Forum for 

Alternatives, 2017, pp. 186-193. 

• “La Sconfitta del 1967 e la nascita della Nuova sinistra in Egitto”, in Processi storici e 

politiche di pace, anno XIII, n. 19-20 (2016), pp. 31-51. 

•  “Egitto: la transizione interrotta”, Critica marxista, 2-3, 2015, pp. 72-78. 

• ‘L’Egitto di al-Sisi: tra rivoluzione e controrivoluzione’ (Al-Sisi’s Egypt: Between 

Revolution and Counter-Revolution) Italianieuropei, 15:6, 2014, pp. 138-144. 

• “Egipto: de Naser a Sadat” (Egypt: From Naser to Sadat), Desperta Ferro Contemporanea. 

Revista de historia militar y política, n. 3 (2014).  
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• (with L. Anceschi & A. Teti), “Introduction: Crossing the Formal/Informal Boundary”, in 

Anceschi, L- Gervasio, G. – Teti, A. (eds), Informal Powers in the ‘Greater Middle East’. 

Hidden Geographies, London: Routledge, 2014, pp. 1-7. 

• “When Informal Powers Surface. Civic Activism and the 2011 ‘Egyptian Revolution’”, in 

Anceschi-Gervasio-Teti (eds), op. cit., 2014, pp. 55-70. 

• “Las corrientes laicas, entre el poder y la oposición”, afkar/idées, nº 39, Fall 2013, pp. 22-28. 

• (with Teti, A.), “I segreti inconfessabili del golpe democratico”, Limes. The Italian Review of 

Geopolitics, Vol. 21, no. 7 (2013). 

• (with A. Teti), “I Fratelli Musulmani e la Rivoluzione: tra tentazione egemonica e 

neoautoritarismo” (The Muslim Brotherhood and the Revolution: between hegemonic 

temptations and neo-authoritarianism”), in M. Campanini (ed), Le rivolte arabe e l'Islam. La 

transizione incompiuta, Bologna: Il Mulino, 2013, pp. 147-169. 

 

• (with A. Teti) 'Egypt’s Presidential Elections: Moving Beyond Authoritarianism?', IEMed 

Obs. Observatory of  Euro-Mediterranean Policies, 94, July 2012. 

• (with A. Teti), “After Mubarak, Before Transition: The Challenges for Egypt’s Democratic 

Opposition”, Interface: a journal for and about social movements, 4 :1 (2012), pp. 102 - 112. 

• “Egitto: una rivoluzione annunciata?” (Egypt: an announced Revolution?) in FM Corrao (ed), 

Le rivoluzioni arabe. La transizione mediterranea, Milan: Mondadori, 2011. 

• (with A. Teti), “Egypt’s Second January Uprising: Causes and Consequences of a would-be 

Revolution”, in IEMed Mediterranean Yearbook, Barcelona: IeMed, 2011, pp. 30-36. 

• (with A. Teti), “The Unbearable Lightness of Authoritarianism: Lessons from the Arab 

Uprisings”, Mediterranean Politics, (Volume 16, no. 2/2011), pp. 321-327. 

• (with A. Teti) “Cercando un altro Egitto: tra democrazia e contro-rivoluzione” (Looking for 

another Egypt: between democracy and counter-revolution), Afriche & Orienti, 1/ 2011 

• (with A. Teti) “Le elezioni parlamentari in Egitto: nozze o aborto della democrazia?” 

(Egyptian Parliamentary Election: Wedding or Abortion of Democracy?), Afriche e Orienti, 

4/2010, pp. 140-146. 

• Teaching Units No. 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19.1, 19.2 in Corrao-Masullo-Gervasio, 

Scrivere la guerra. Corso di lingua araba per i corsi di laurea specialistica (Advanced Arabic 

Course for Political Science), Naples: Università degli Studi di Napoli L’Orientale – U.S.A.D 

(Unità per lo sviluppo dell’apprendimento a distanza), 2010. 

• “Geografie dei poteri informali in Medio Oriente” (Geographies of Informal Powers in the 

Middle East), Limes. Rivista Italiana di Geopolitica, 1/2009, pp. 135-142. 

• “La stampa egiziana e il dibattito sullo scontro di civiltà dopo l’11 settembre”, (The Egyptian 

Press and the Debate on the Clash of Civilizations after 9/11), Orientalia Parthenopea, VII 

(2008), pp. 45-64. 

• (with Raffaella Rucci) “Oltre il ‘feticismo del voto’: le elezioni parlamentari in Egitto” 

(Beyond the ‘fetishism of the vote’: Elections in Egypt), in Meridione, special issue on Beyond 

Democratization. Elections, Politics and Power in the ‘Great Middle East, edited by G. 

Gervasio, A. Teti and O. Cappelli, VI, 1, 2006, pp. 51-76. 

• “Scrivere la storia dai margini. Note sull’alternativa marxista in Egitto” (“Writing the History 

from the Margins. Notes on the Marxist Alternative in Egypt, 1967-1981”), in Oriente 

Moderno, LXXXV, 2-3 (2005), pp. 437-453. 

• “Islam e Mediterraneo” (Islam and the Mediterranean) in Le rotte per il Mediterraneo. Cento 

libri e più per orientarsi ad un antico crocevia, Napoli, Edizioni il Torcoliere, Università degli 

Studi di Napoli “L’Orientale”, 2005, pp. 72-75. 

• “Una guerra esemplare. Intervista a Roger Owen” (A War by Example. Interview with Roger 

Owen), in Meridione. Sud e Nord nel mondo, anno III, n. 1-2 (2003), pp. 294-298. 
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• “La stampa egiziana tra guerra e pace” (The Egyptian Press between War and Peace), in il 

dubbio, anno IV, n. 1 (2003), pp. 112-114. 

• “Dopo lo Stato, restano le tribù”, [In Iraq (After the collapse of the State, the tribes stay on)] 

in Limes. Rivista italiana di geopolitica, (Special issue on post Saddam Iraq) n. 2 (2003), pp. 

121-130. 

• “Censura e ricerca di consenso nella stampa egiziana dopo l’undici settembre” (Censorship 

and the Search for Consensus in the Egyptian Press after 9/11), in Francesca M. Corrao (ed.), 

L’Islām dopo l’11 settembre. Le opinioni e l’informazione, supplemento a Giano, anno XV, 

n. 43 (gennaio-aprile 2003), pp. 34-38. 

• “Tra repressione e autocensura: intellettuali e politica in Egitto, 1952-1967” (Between 

repression and self-censorship: Intellectuals and Politics in Egypt, 1952-1967), in Oriente 

Moderno, XX (new series), n. 2-3, 2001, pp. 329-349.  

 

 

 

BOOK REVIEWS 

 

• Helmut MEJCHER, Sinai, 5 giugno 1967. Il conflitto arabo-israeliano, Bologna, Il Mulino, 

2000 in Oriente Moderno, anno XX (n. s.), n. 2-3, 2001, pp. 540-543. 

 

• History After the Three Worlds. Post-Eurocentric Historiographies, edited by Arif Dirlik, 

Vinay Bahl and Peter Gran, Lanham, Rowman and Littlefield, 2000 in Journal of 

Mediterranean Studies (Malta), XIII, n. 1-2 (2004), pp. 323-327. 

 

• Egypt and the Politics of Change in the Arab Middle East. by Robert Bowker, Chaltenham: 

Elgar, 2010 in Australian Journal of Politics and History, Volume 57, Issue 3 (2011), pp. 

471-472 

 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

 

• (with A. Teti) “Egypt's post-democratic elections: political meaning beyond the menu of 

manipulation”, Open Democracy, 14 January 2011 

• (with A. Teti), “Egypt’s presidential run-off: legal limbo and the transition to nowhere”, Open 

Democracy, 19 June 2012 

• (with A. Teti & V. Matthies-Boon), “The revolution continues: Morsi’s miscalculations and 

the Ikhwan’s impasse, Open Democracy, 3 December 2012 

• (with A. Teti) “The Army’s coup in Egypt: for the people or against the people?, Open 

Democracy, 10 July 2013. 

• (with A. Teti) “Egypt and the Arab Uprisings”, Open Democracy, 25 January 2014 

• (with A. Teti & V. Matthies-Boon), “Sisiphus”, Middle East and North Africa Research and 

Information Project (MERIP) Online, 10 June 2014. 
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